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was a staunch Buddhist, while Lalitendra was a devoted
Brahmanist, the difference of religion would easily have
furnished a sufficient pretext for war. It seems probable that
Ganjam was then annexed to the dominions of the Kanoj
king, and formed part of the province of Orissa.

Hwen Thsang notes that the written characters of Ganjam
resembled those of central India, but that both the language
and the pronunciation were different. This statement proves
that the same alphabetical characters were still in use over
the greater part of India at as late a date as the middle of
the seventh century. It also serves to show that the intercom-
munications of the Buddhist fraternities throughout India
were not yet broken, although they must already have been
much restricted by the steady progress of Brahmanism.

SOUTHERN INDIA

According to Hwen Thsang's account, Southern India
comprised whole of the peninsula to the south of the Tctpti
and Mahanadi rivers, from N&sik on the west, to Ganjam on
the east. It was divided into nine separate kingdoms, exclusive
of Ceylon, which was not considered as belonging to India.
The whole of these kingdoms were visited by the pilgrim in
A, D, 639 and 640. He entered Kalinga from the north-east,
and turning to the north-west he visited the inland kingdoms
of Kosala and Andlwa. Then resuming his southern route, he
passed through Dhanakakata, Jorya, and Drftvida, to Malakuta.
At K3nchi, the capital of Drtvida, he heard of the assassina-
tion of the Raja of Ceylon, and was obliged to give up his
intention of visiting that -island on account of its unsettled
state. Then turning to the north, he reached Konkana
and Mahar&shtra> the last of the nine kingdoms of
Southern India,'
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